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The Only Hope of Ireland 


OST Irishmen, in and out of Ireland, seem unanimous in 
condemning the brutality of the British government to- 
ward the leaders of the unsuccessful revolt. 

There is no need to recite here the atrocious measures of 
repression practiced by England toward her subject races. The 
arrogant and irresponsible tyranny of the British government in 
this relation is a matter of history. The point of interest just 
now is, what did the Irish people, or at least the Sinn Feiners, 
expect England to do in the given circumstances? 

I am not interested in the weak-kneed editors of Irish- 
American papers who bemoan, with all due decorum, Great 
Britain’s “lack of generosity” in dealing with the captured Sinn 
Feiners, or who hide their cowardice by arguments about the 
“mistake” the British government has committed by its harsh 
methods. 

It is disgusting to hear such rot. As a matter of fact, it is 
entirely in keeping with the character and traditions of the 
British government to show no quarter to rebels. Those familiar 
with the colonial history of Great Britain know that the English 
government and its representatives have systematically practised 
the most heinous brutality and repression to stifle the least sign 
of discontent, in Ireland, in India, Egypt, South Africa—wherever 
British rapacity found a source of aggrandizement. Burning 
villages, destroying whole districts, shooting rebels by the whole- 
sale, aye, even resorting to the most inhuman torture of suspects, 
as in the Southwestern Punjab and other parts of India—these 
have always been the methods of the British government. 

“The measures taken by us,” said Sir Michael O’Dwyer, Gov- 
ernor of the province of Punjab, in his Budget speech in the 
Punjab Legislative Council, April 22, 1915, “have proven that 
the arm of the Sirkar (British government) is long enough to 
reach and strong enough to strike those who defy the law.” 
The nature of this “long and strong arm” is clearly character- 
ized by Lord James Bryce: “The English govern India on 
absolute principles. There is in British India no room for popu- 
lar initiative or popular interference with the ucts of the rulers, 
from the Viceroy down to the district official. Society in India 
is not an ordinary civil society. It is a military society, military 
first and foremost. The traveler feels himself, except perhaps in 
Bombay, surrounded by an atmosphere of gunpowder all the time 
he stays in India.” 


The Irish rebels and their sympathizers know all this. But 
what they don’t know, or refuse to admit, is that these methods 
of suppressing discontent afe not merely colonial policy. They 
have also been practiced by the English government at home, 
against its native sons, the English workers. Just now the iron 
hand of conscription is driving thousands of Great Britain’s 
toilers into involuntary military servitude. Long terms of impris- 
onment are meted out to everyone having conscientious scruples 
against murder, to every anti-militarist protestant, and many 
have been driven to suicide rather than turn murderers of their 
fellowmen. The Irish people, like everyone else, ought to know 
that the claim of the English government of “protecting weaker 
nations and fighting for democracy” is the most disgusting hypoc- 
risy ever dished up to a muttonhead public. Nor is the British 
government in this respect any better or worse than the govern- 
ments of Kaiser, Czar or President. Government is but the 
shadow the ruling class of a country casts upon the political 
life of a given nation. And the priests of Mammon are always 
the ruling class, whatever the temporary label of the exploiters 
of the people. 

We don’t fool anyone by parroting that it was “a mistake” 
on the part of the British government to use the sternest methods 
against the Sinn Fein leaders. It was not a mistake. To the 
English government, to any government, the only safe rebel is a 
dead rebel. The ruthless shooting down of the insurrection 
leaders, the barbarous execution of James Connolly, who was 
severely wounded in the Dublin fighting and had to be propped 


with pillows that the soldiers could take good aim at him—all 
this may serve to embitter the Irish people. But unless that bit- 
terness express itself in action, in reprisals—individual or col- 
lective—against the British government, the latter will have no 
cause to regret its severity. It is dangerous to let rebels live. 
If the Irish at home have no more spirit than the Irish in Amer- 
ica, the English government has nothing to fear. The Irish- 
Americans are easily the most powerful influence in American 
political life. What have these Irish-Americans done to stop the 
atrocities of Great Britain? They have held a mass meeting 
here and there to “protest” against the continuing executions 
of the Sinn Feiners. They have sufficient political power in 
this country to cause President Wilson to call a halt to British 
atrocities, to force the English government to treat the Sinn 
Feiners as prisoners of war, which they are. But the Irish- 
American priests of Church and State would not dream of such 
drastic measures: politicians don’t do that. 

More effective yet it would have been if some member or 
members of the numerous Irish societies had captured a few 
representatives of the British government in this country, as 
hostages for the Irish rebels awaiting execution. A British Con- 
sul ornamenting a lamp post in San Francisco or New York would 
quickly secure the respectful attention of the British lion. The 
British Ambassador, in the hands of Washington Irishmen, would 
more effectively “petition” his Majesty, King Edward, for the lives 
of the Irish rebel leaders than all the resolutions passed at mass 
meetings. 

After all, it is the Redmonds and the Carsons who are chiefly 
responsible for the failure of the rebellion in Ireland. They were 
the first to condemn the “rash step” of a people for centuries 
enslaved and oppressed to the verge of utter poverty and degra- 
dation. Thus they in the very beginning alienated the support 
that the uprising might have received in and out of Ireland. 
It was this treacherous and cowardly attitude of the Irish home 
rule politicians that encouraged the English government to use 
the most drastic methods in suppressing the revolt. 

May outraged Ireland soon learn that its official leaders are 
like unto all labor politicians: the lackeys of the rulers, and the 
very first to cry Crucify! when the people make the least motion 
to shake their masters off their backs. 

The hope of Ireland lies not in home rule, nor in its leaders. 
It is not circumscribed by the boundaries of the Emerald isle. 
The precious blood shed in the unsuccessful revolution will not 
have been in vain if the tears of their great tragedy will clarify 
the vision of the sons and daughters of Erin and make them 
see beyond the empty shell of national aspirations toward the 
rising sun of the international brotherhood of the exploited in all 
countries and climes combined in a solidaric struggle for emanci- 
pation from every form of slavery, political and economic. 


ALEXANDER BERKMAN 


Revolution 


Friedrich Nietzsche 


There the gallows, rope and hooks, 
And the hangman’s beard is red; 

People ’round and poisoned looks, 
Nothing new and nothing dread! 


Know it well—from fifty sources, 
Laughing in your face I cry: 

Would you hang me? Save your forces! 
Why hang me who cannot die! 


Beggars ye! who hate the tougher 
Man who holds the envied lot; 
True I suffer, true I suffer— 
As to you—ye rot, ye rot! 


I am breath, dew, all resources, 
After fifty hangings. Why! 

Would you hang me? Save your forces! 
Would you kill me who cannot die! 
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Pro-Government Anarchists 
Errico Malatesta 


MANIFESTO has just appeared, signed by Kropotkin, 
Grave, Malato, and a dozen other old comrades, in which, 
echoing the supporters of the Entente Governments who 

are demanding a fight to a finish and the crushing of Germany, 
they take their stand against any idea of “premature peace.” 


The capitalist Press publishes, with natural satisfaction, 
extracts from the manifesto, and announces it as the work of 
‘leaders of the International Anarchist Movement.” 


Anarchists, almost all of whom have remained faithful to 
their convictions, owe it to themselves to protest against this 
attempt to implicate Anarchism in the continuance of a ferocious 
slaughter that has never held promise of any benefit to the cause 
of Justice and Liberty, and which now shows itself to be abso- 
lutely barren and resultless even from the standpoint of the 
rulers on either side. 


The good faith and good intentions of those who have signed 
the manifesto are beyond all question. But, however painful it 
may be to disagree with old friends who have rendered so many 
services to that which in the past was our common cause, one 
cannot—having regard to sincerity, and in the interest of our 
movement for emancipation—fail to dissociate oneself from com- 
rades who consider themselves able to reconcile Anarchist ideas 
and co-operation with the Governments and capitalist classes 
of certain countries in their strife against the capitalists and 
Governments of certain other countries. 


During the present war we have seen Republicans placing 
themselves at the service of kings, Socialists making common 
cause with the ruling class, Laborists serving the interests of 
capitalists; but in reality all these people are, in varying de- 
grees, Conservatives—believers in the mission of the State, and 
their hesitation can be understood when the only remedy lay in 
the destruction of every Governmental chain and the unloosing 
of the Social Revolution. But such hesitation is incomprehensible 
in the case of Anarchists. 


We hold that the State is incapable of good. In the field of 
international as well as of individual relations it can only com- 
bat aggression by making itself the aggressor; it can only hinder 
crime by organizing and committing still greater crime. 

Even on the supposition—which is far from being the truth 
—that Germany alone was responsible for the present war, it is 
proved that, as long as governmental methods are adhered to, 
Germany can only be resisted by suppressing all liberty and 
reviving the power of all the forces of reaction. Except the 
popular Revolution, there is no other way of resisting the menace 
of a disciplined Army but to try and have a stronger and more 
disciplined Army; so that the sternest anti-militarists, if they 
are not Anarchists, and if they are afraid of the destruction of the 
State, are inevitably led to become ardent militarists. 

In fact, in the problematical hope of crushing Prussian 
Militarism, they have renounced all the spirit and all the tra- 
ditions of Liberty; they have Prussianized England and France; 
they have submitted themselves to Tsarism; they have restored 
the prestige of the tottering throne of Italy. 

Can Anarchists accept this state of things for a single mo- 
ment without renouncing all right to call themselves Anarchists? 
To me, even foreign domination suffered by force and leading to 
revolt, is preferable to domestic oppression meekly, almost grate- 
fully, accepted, in the belief that by this means we are preserved 
from a greater evil. 

It is useless to say that this is a question of an exceptional 
time, and that after having contributed to the victory of the 
Entente in “this war,” we shall return, each into his own camp, 
to the struggle for his own ideal. 

If it is necessary today to work in harmony with the Gov- 
ernment and the capitalist to defend ourselves against “the Ger- 


man menace,” it will be necessary afterwards, 
the war. 


as well as during 


However great may be the defeat of the German Army—if it 
is true that it will be defeated—it will never be possible to pre- 
vent the German patriots thinking of, and preparing for, revenge; 
and the patriots of the other countries, very reasonably from 
their own point of view, will want to hold themselves in readi- 
ness so that they may not again be taken unawares. This means 
that Prussian Militarism will become a permanent and regular 
institution in all countries. 


What will then be said by the self-styled Anarchists who 
today desire the victory of one of the warring alliances? Will 
they go on calling themselves anti-milltarists and preaching dis- 
armament, refusal to do military service, and sabotage against 
National Defense, only to become, at the first threat of war, 
recruiting sergeants for the Governments that they have at- 
tempted to disarm and paralyze? 


It will be said that these things will come to an end when the 
German people have rid themselves of their tyrants and ceased 
to be a menace to Hurope by destroying militarism in their own 
country. But, if that is the case, the Germans who think, and 
rightly so, that English and French domination (to say nothing 
of Tsarist Russia) would be no more delightful to the Germans 
than German domination to the French and English, will desire 
first to wait for the Russians and the others to destroy their own 
militarism, and will meanwhile continue to increase their own 
country’s Army. 


And then, how long will the Revolution be delayed? How 
long Anarchy? Must we always wait for the others to begin? 


The line of conduct for Anarchists is clearly marked out by 
the very logic of their aspirations. 


The war ought to have been prevented by bringing about 
the Revolution, or at least by making the Governments afraid of 
the Revolution. Wither the strength or the skill necessary for 
this has been lacking. 


Peace ought to be imposed by bringing about the Revolution, 
or at least by threatening to do so. To the present time, the 
strength or the skill is wanting. 

Well! there is only one remedy: to do better in future. 
More than ever we must avoid compromise; deepen the chasm 
between capitalists and wage-slaves, between rulers and ruled; 
preach expropriation of private property and the destruction of 
States as the only means of guaranteeing fraternity between the 
peoples and Justice and Liberty for all; and we must prepare to 
accomplish these things. 


Meanwhile it seems to me that it is criminal to do anything 
that tends to prolong the war, that slaughters men, destroys 
wealth, and hinders all resumption of the struggle for emancipa- 
tion. It appears to me that preaching “war to the end”’ is really 
playing the game of the German rulers, who are deceiving their 
subjects and inflaming their ardor for fighting by persuading 
them that their opponents desire to crush and enslave the Ger- 
man people. | 

Today, as ever, let this be our slogan: Down with Capital- 
ists and Governments, all Capitalists and all Governments! 

Long live the peoples, all the peoples! 


ww 


BHT one imagine a number of men in chains, being be- 
L headed every day in the sight of the others. Those who 
remain see their own condition in that of their fellows, 
and regarding each other with grief and without hope, await 
their turn. This is a picture of the condition of man. 
—Pascal. 
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Reflections 


Labor’s Weapon 


month of May, with its revolutionary traditions and 
aspirations, is indeed an inspiration to Labor. It may be 
aptly said that on the legalized September Labor Day the 
worker parades, but on May Day he takes stock of his wage 
slave condition. 


Throughout the country the workers are stirring. Discon- 
tent at fighting pitch is manifest everywhere. Big strikes are 
taking place in most of the industrial centers of the country. 
Within the first week of May, according to figures compiled by 
the United Press, more than 800,000 workers received wage in- 
creases aggregating $75,000.000 annually. 


When we consider that all this has been achieved by isolated 
strikes in separate industries, often even in the face of local 
and jurisdictional Labor fights, need we a better demonstration 
of the effectiveness of direct action on the economic field? Can 
anything gained by years of political begging compare with it? 
It is the most striking evidence of the power inherent in the 
solidarity of Labor. With that solidarity extended and grown 
more conscious, nothing within present society could resist the 
demands of the toilers. 


Abolition the Cure 


T would be mistaken, however, to suppose that the increase 
in wages represents a rea] advance for Labor. It does not, 
if we consider the rise in the cost of living. The statistics 

compiled in the Public Health Bulletin No. 76, recently issued 
by the United States Public Health Service (working in co- 
operation with the Commission on Industrial Relations) shows 
that between 1900 and 1913 foodstuffs rose 60 per cent., while 
wages during the same period increased less than 30 per cent. 
The deficit between prices and wages has been even greater dur- 
ing the years 1914 and 1916. Thus the cost of commodities used 
as food advanced 106 per cent., while the increase in wages was 
about 25 per cent. 


“Tf these facts are true,” says Mr. Gompers, “then the entire 
Labor movement of the country has been a failure, and 50 years 
of my life and activity in that movement wasted.” 


The facts are indisputable. Statistical study of prices and 
wages proves it over and over, and these facts are quoted by 
officials of the American Federation of Labor in their demands 
for higher wages. 


So far as actually—not seemingly only—raising wages is con- 
cerned, the Labor movement has certainly been a failure and Mr. 
Gompers’ life entirely wasted. But the Labor movement has 
prevented the difference between prices and wages becoming even 
greater. Labor cannot rise above the level of its chains—within 
capitalism. It can rise only by breaking its chains, by abolishing 
the wage slavery of the capitalist regime. 
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Industrial Slaughter 


HE losses on Huropean battlefields, stupendous as they are, 
are less than the day-by-day slaughter wrought in times of 
“peace” by our industrial and economic conditions. 

The United States is continually waging a bloody war within 
its own borders—a war in which the casualties sound more like 
the returns from the slaughter fields of Europe, but which in 
reality represent the numbers of workers killed and maimed in 
American industries and those reaped by the scythe of poverty, 
under-nourishment, occupational hazards and disease. 

The report of the Commission on Industrial Relations shows 
that 250,000 adults are killed and 4,700,000 wounded each year 
by poverty and preventable disease, and that, furthermore, “each 
of the 30,000,000 workers in the United States loses on an aver- 
age about nine days every year on account of sickness alone.” 
These figures do not include the 100,000 American babies killed by 
poverty each year before they reach their first birthday. Such is 
the havoc that poverty, low wages and miserable conditions of 
existence play with the lives and health of the workers. 

Fling these figures in the face of the political orator who 
mouths stale platitudes of the wonderful country you live in, 
with its freedom, prosperity and happiness. 

Preparedness? Surely, we need preparedness for the worker 
against this terrible menace of capitalist aggression at home. 


The Flag Superstition 


AMES A. MAURER, a Pennsylvania Labor union official and 
Socialist, in a reeent speech in New York, quoted a military 
officer who had said “To hell with the Stars and Stripes” 

when strikers had carried an American flag at the head of their 
procession. The capitalist papers reported, with their usual 
honesty, that Maurer himself had said “To hell with the Stars 
and Stripes.” 

At this Maurer and the whole Socialist press have become 
much excited. They emphatically protest that Maurer was not 
and could not have been guilty of such a terrible crime. 

Evidently the Stars and Stripes—the proud and glorious em- 
blem of Ludlow, McKees Rocks, etc., is a sacred thing to the 
Socialists. 

But not every one is a nationalist lickspittle. Professor 
William Lyons Phelps, who holds the chair of English literature 
at Yale, sees the glorious flag in a different light. In his recent 
lecture in Hartford, Conn., he said: “The flag and patriotism 
are but an illusion. It is not so much of a disgrace to spit upon 
the flag as to spill the blood of the nation upon it.” 

There is hope for a country that produces such men, even 
though he may soon learn, as did Professor Nearing, that fear- 
less speech is not tclerated in an American university. 


Prosperity—For Whom? 


CCORDING to their own statement, the net profits of the 
A Steel Corporation for 1915 are $75,000,000. 
The net war profits of the Duponts for 1915 are $57,890,758. 
The annual report of the Bethlehem Steel Company shows net 
profits of $23,672,000 for 1915. It employs 22,064 people, all told. 
That is, the company “made” $1,077 per head for every employee. 
This -is called national prosperity. The workers, they that 
created this wealth—well, they are a negligible quantity. But 
there is good reason why the prosperous ones are strong for 
Preparedness. 


Alarm Suppressed 


REVIOUS rumors concerning the suppression of the Alarm, 
P of Chicago, were premature. But now word has reached us 

from Theodore Appel, the manager of the paper, that the 
Alarm has been forbidden the mails, definitely and absolutely. 

With the Alarm silenced, the voice of the New York Revolt 
stifled, THe Buiast officially excommunicated, and Regeneracion 
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threatened with the deprivation of second-class rights, the Post 
Office is doing rather brisk business in suppression. 

No doubt it is a step in the direction of Preparedness. An 
émportant step. But the Federal authorities seem to forget that 
he who sits down on the lid of a boiling kettle may get a tender 
part of his anatomy badly burned. 


Penalizing Education 


ENDING Emma Goldman to prison for giving Birth Control 
information has not appeased the Beast of hypocritical mor- 
ality. Now Dr. Ben Reitman has been sentenced to 60 days 

for a similar “crime.” 

The fighters for a better and happier childhood are able and 
willing to take the punishment that prostitute Justice visits 
upon them. But prison and jail will not silence the voice of the 
thousands of women crying for light and knowledge on a question 
most vital to them. The Birth Control propaganda must go on, 
will go on, till every home in this country is in possession of the 
forbidden knowledge. 

THE Buast is at all times ready to supply, on request, printed 
slips containing the necessary information. 


Anti-Preparedness Demonstration 

ROM reliable reports it is evident that great numbers of the 

workers of New York have been coerced into joining the 

Preparedness parade on May 13. That fact does not speak 
well for the courage and independence of the workers. But it 
also shows by what means the Preparedness mongers seek to 
manufacture public sentiment. 

It is to be hoped that the Labor bodies of San Francisco 
will show different mettle. It is encouraging to note that repre- 
sentatives of several local unions emphatically repudiated any 
sympathy with the Preparedness demonstration planned for this 
city by the Coast Defense League. The suggestion that the Labor 
bodies of San Francisco organize an Anti-Preparedness parade is 
splendid, and should at once be acted upon. A Preparedness 
demonstration is the worst insult that can be offered Labor. It 
means to demonstrate their submission and servility to the muni- 
tion grafters, and their willingness to slaughter at command 
their fellow workers equally submissive to their masters. 

The workers of San Francisco have a rare opportunity to 
demonstrate their manhood and Labor-consciousness by organ- 
izing a monster parade and by declaring a boycott on the schemes 
of the patriots for revenue. 


Trial of the Magons 


trial of Enrique and Ricardo Flores Magon will begin in 

Los Angeles on May 31. Our readers know how intent the 
Federal government is on railroading our comrades to prison. 
Their intelligent and effective efforts in behalf of the peons have 
not been to the liking of the American exploiters any more than 
to the Mexican oppressors. Strong influences will be brought to 
bear to secure the conviction of the Brothers Magon. Technically 
they will be charged with having used the United States mails 
to spread “inflammatory appeals.”’ But the real crime of our 
comrades was that they preached among the peons the great 
message of Land and Liberty, of emancipation from masters, 
both native and foreign. Their work interfered with the rich 
flow of profits into the coffers of the bloodsuckers, and that is 
the most unforgivable crime in the eyes of Wilson & Co. That’s 
why the Brothers Magon will be made to suffer, but the rebels 
of this land can stay the hand of injustice by raising a country- 
wide movement, through their press and mass meetings, in be- 
half of our brave Comrades Enrique and Ricardo Flores Magon. 


The Beast of Mammon 
HE jury in the case of David Caplan brought in a verdict of 
disagreement. The Jungle Beast of Los Angeles is not 
appeased, however. It thirsts for more blood. In the Los 
Angeles Times, General Otis has already given the District Attor- 
ney the tip that Caplan must be forthwith brought to trial again. 
There is no telling how a new trial may result. Besides, a 
new trial means another great expenditure of money from the 
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meager funds of the workers. It would be much more econom- 
ical, and more certain of result, if California Labor would serve 
notice on the Los Angeles authorities that the workers are op- 
posed to a new trial and back up that notice by determination 
to call a General Strike on the Coast if their demand is not imme- 
diately complied with, and David Caplan, and Labor’s other pris- 
oners of war, released from the clutches of the enemy. 


Should Labor Be Patriotic? 


Lyov Tolstoy 

O keep the majority of men in submission, the minority 

in power employs the military caste. 

Every government needs the army, first of all to keep 
its own subjects in submission, and secondly, to safeguard 
the exploitation of their Labor. But there is not only one 
government, there are many of them which all rule by 
violence and are ever ready to filch their neighbor’s wealth 
ereated by subjects already reduced to slavery. That is 
why every government needs an army not only to keep in 
power at home, but also to defend its booty against greedy 
neighbors. The States are forced to compete in increasing 
their arms. The example set is contagious, as Montesquieu 
noticed 150 years ago. 

Every increase in the fighting force by one State 
directed against its subjects causes uneasiness to the neigh- 
boring State and compels it to increase its army, too. If 
the armies today run into millions of men it is not only 
because of the fact that one State threatens another, it is 
also due above all to the desire to crush Labor unrest at 
home. One is the result of the others: the despotism of the 
governments grows with their power and their successes 
abroad, and their aggressive disposition keeps pace with 
their despotism at home. 

This rivalry in armaments has brought the European 
governments to the necessity of establishing compulsory mili- 
tary service, which alone procures the greatest number of 
men with the least expenditure. Germany was the first to 
adopt conscription, and other nations followed suit. Thus 
all citizens have been called to arms to maintain the in- 
iquities perpetrated upon themselves, so that the citizens 
of a State have become the supporters of their tyrants. 

What is the motive power used by governments to in- 
duce peaceful nations to commit violence and murder? It 
is called patriotism. It is the art of proving that one group 
of population separated by a conditional imaginary line, 
called a frontier, is far superior and preferable in every 
way to another group of population which lives on the other 
side of this imaginary line. The most friendly relations, 
identity of religion, of language, of instruction, of common 
stock and most intimate friendship, do not prevent these 
two groups, at a given signal, from rushing at each other 
and eutting each other’s throats, after the fashion of the 
most ferocious beasts. And the cause for this signal to kill 
is often a trifling misunderstanding on the part of the rul- 
ers of these two groups of people. These peaceful, good, 
friendly, laboring people throw themselves upon one another 
in such a ease to destroy one another, invoking to their aid 
a God who, no doubt, must be a fierce Moloch, and both 
sides express the same blasphemies in the name of God and 
civilization ! 
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Science: Chis Mortal Terror 


Friedrich Nietzsche 


H AS the celebrated story been really understood which 

stands at the commencement of the Bible—the story 
of God’s mortal terror of science? It has not been under- 
stood. This priest-book par excellence begins appropriately 
with the great inner difficulty of the priest: he has only 
one great danger, consequently ‘‘God’’ has only one great 
danger. ’ 

The old God, entire ‘‘spirit,’’ entire high priest, entire 
perfection, promenades in his garden: he only wants 
pastime. Against tedium even Gods struggle in vain. What 
does he do? He contrives man: man is entertaining. But 
behold, man also wants pastime. The pity of God for the 
only distress which belongs to all paradises has no bounds: 
he forthwith created other animals besides. The first mis- 
take of God: man did rict find the animals entertaining. 
He ruled over them, but did not even want to be an ‘‘ani- 
mal.’’ God consequently created woman. And. in fact, 
there was now an end of tedium—but of other things also! 
Woman was the second mistake of God. ‘‘Woman is in her 
essence 2 serpent, Hera’’—eyery priest knows that; ‘‘from 
woman comes all the mischief in the world’’—eyery priest 
knows that likewise. Consequently, science also comes from 
her. Only through woman did man learn to taste of the 
tree of knowledge. What happened? The old God was 
seized with mortal terror. Man himself had become his 
greatest mistake; he had created a rival, for science makes 
godlike. It is at an end with priests and gods, if man be- 
comes scientific! Moral: Science is the thing forbidden 
in itself; it alone is forbidden. Science is the first sin, 
the germ of all sin, original sin. This alone is morality. 
‘““Thou shalt not know.’’ The rest follows therefrom, 

By his mortal terror God was not prevented from be- 
ing shrewd. How does one defend oneself against science ? 
That was for a long time his main problem. Answer: 
Away with man, out of paradise! Happiness and leisure 
lead to thought—all thoughts are bad thoughts. Man 
shall not think—and the ‘‘priest in himself”’ contrives dis- 
tress, death, the danger of life in pregnancy, every kind 
of misery, old age, weariness, and above all, sickness,—noth- 
ing but expedients in the struggle against science! Dis- 
tress does not permit man to think. And, nevertheless, 
frightful! the edifice of knowledge towers aloft, heayen- 
storming, dawning on the Gods. What to do? The old 
God econtrives war: he separates the peoples, he brings it 
about that men mutually annihilate one another (the priests 
have always had need of war). War, among other things, 
a great disturber of science. Incredible! Knowledge, the 
emancipation from the priest, augments even in spite of 
wars. And a final resolution is arrived at by the old God: 
‘*Man his become scientific. There is no help for it, he must 
be drowned!’’ 

The beginning of the Bible contains the entire psy- 
chology of the priest. The priest knows only one great 
danger: that is science, the sound concept of cause and 
effect. But science flourishes on the whole only under 
favorable circumstances. One must have superfluous time, 
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one must have superflous intellect in order to ‘‘perceive.”’ 
Consequently man must be made unfortunate,—this has at 
all times been the logic of the priest. Only thereby, in 
accordance with this logic, come into the world ‘‘sin.’’ 
The concepts of guilt and punishment, the whole ‘‘moral 
order of the world,’’ have been devised in opposition to 
science,—in opposition to a severance of man from the 
priest. Man is not to look outwards, he is to look inwards 
into himself; he is not to look prudently and cautiously 
into things like a learner, he is not to look at all, he is to 
suffer. And he is so to suffer as to need the priest always. 
Away with physicians! A Savior is needed. The concepts 
of guilt and punishment, inclusive of the doctrines of 
‘‘orace,’’ of ‘‘salvation,’’ and of ‘‘forgiveness’’—lies 
through and through, and without any psychological reality 
—have been contrived to destroy the causal sense in man; 
they are an attack on the concepts of cause and effect. 
And not an attack with the fists, with the knife, with hon- 
esty in hate and love! But springing from the most cow- 
ardly, most deceitful, and most ignoble instincts. A 
priest’s attack! A parasite’s attack! A vampirism of pale, 
subterranean blood-suckers! When the natural conse- 
quences of a deed are no longer ‘‘natural,’’ but are sup- 
posed .to be brought about by the conceptual spectres of 
superstition, by ‘‘God,’’ by ‘‘spirits,’’ by ‘‘souls,’’ as mere 
“‘moral’’ consequences, as reward, punishment, suggestion, 
or means of education, the pre-requisite of perception has 
been destroyed—the greatest crime against mankind has 
been commutted. Sin, this form of human self-violation 
par excellence, has been invented for the purpose of mak- 
ing impossible science, culture, every kind of elevation and 
nobility of man. The priest rules by the invention of sin. 


The Great Adventure 


Herman Kuehn 


T HAT’S a great work undertaken by Luke North—‘‘ The 
Great Adventure.’’ However much those of the insur- 
gent temper may differ about doctrines and theories, 
‘“The Great Adventure’’ Offers a rallying ground. As Luke 
North has said in Everyman: ‘‘‘The Great Adventure’ 
demands a free and open earth—and is more concerned to 
get it quickly than to prescribe the exact methods of achiev- 
wet. 

Not much room here for politics, for theories or for 
sermonizings. Every intelligent man and woman knows 
instinctively that there’s somewhat amiss with a social order 
in which idle land can be held from use. It requires no 
argument. 

How to get rid of landlordism is the one great ques- 
tion. No matter what method is advised or proposed, all 
can gather under Luke North’s banner and follow his lead- 
ership in ‘‘The Great Adventure.’’ Tactics do not enter 
—they do not matter. Whatever your tactics, whatever 
your proposed policies, unless you are too proud to ‘co- 
operate with others having an identical desire but pre- 
ferring to pursue its gratification each in his own way, there 
is room for your energies in ‘‘The Great Adventure.’’ 

Whatever the appeal, be it to the spiritual and re- 
ligious impulse, to the passion for humanity, to aspirations 
for freedom, for justice, for truth or any abstraction; be 
it for economic readjustments or the establishment of po- 
litical ideals, all revolutionaires can adapt themselves to 
‘“The Great Adventure”’ and its purpose. 
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Socialists of both schools—the voluntarian and the 
compulsist—will find common ground in ‘‘The Great Ad- 
venture,’’ for here, each augmented by the support of the 
other—they confront the common enemy. Singletaxers, to 
the extent that it is a free earth toward which they aspire 
and not merely the exaltation of a political plan, will not 
delay, but hasten, the opportunity to give practicality to 
their theory by joining in ‘‘The Great Adventure.’’ Re- 
formers of every school will find in ‘‘The Great Adventure’”’ 
the help they crave for clearing of the ground. 


Cheerfully I cast my lot with ‘‘The Great Adventure,’’ 
—even so humble an academician as I may find a welcome 
in the ranks, although, according to the editor of Tur BLAst 
I and ‘‘the thousands of radicals who have an education— 
what of them? Their usefulness in the revolutionary move- 
ment is nil.”’ 


Perhaps. despite that hasty verdict, some few of us 
despised ‘‘intellectuals’’ and ‘‘highbrows’’ may find, in 
“The Great Adventure,’’ the opportunity of lifting their 
usefulness from the nil state—perhaps not to so exalted a 
level as is the usefulness of the more capable——but at least 
enough to escape my comrade Bérkman’s impassioned con- 
demnation. 


EDITOR’S NOTE.—I love adventure. In fact. just now I am myself 
living through a very thrilling Adventure: the tenth anniversary of my resur- 
rection from Pennsylvania. However, my friend Luke’s ‘‘Great Adventure,’’ 
and a reply to the several communications I have received regarding it, de- 
serve more space than is at present at my disposal. In the next issue. 


A Splendid Example 


EAR Comrade Berkman: 

D I am enclosing money order for seventy dollars, which 
was derived from a theatre performance arranged here 
for the benefit of THr Buast, held on the 10th inst. 

We were only two comrades when we first conceived of the 
idea of arranging a benefit—Meyer Adolf and myself, both prac- 
tically unknown to the radical movement. Nevertheless, with 
an intense appreciation of the vital importance of a revolution- 
ary “Blast’’ such as yours, we set to the task of making our 
affair a success—and this is the result achieved. Of course, 
this is a modest sum, but it shows what other comrades, better 
known to the movement, could accomplish toward insuring the 
future existence of THE Buast. I feel sure that the lack of 
activity on the part of most comrades in this and other cities 
is not due to any indifference toward THe Buast, but rather 
to the fact that they underestimate the amount of support which 
they are likely to receive. If they would only make an attempt, 
I feel confident that they would all be surprised at the readi- 
ness with which radicals generally would respond. 

Tue Buast must survive in spite of all efforts of organized 
tyranny to suppress it! The fact that it is so distasteful to the 
enemy proves how vital its existence is to us and the revolution- 
ary movements at large. Long Live THE Buast! 

Fraternally, 
Morris BECKER. 


Attention, Comrades of Chicago 


if is high time to stop theorizing as to the ways and means of 


New York. 


bringing about the Social Revolution. Start to act. 

Tue Buast and the Revolt, two revolutionary papers which 
proved a menace to the master class, have been suppressed by 
the postal authorities. THe Brast is continuing to appear in 
spite of governmental prohibition. This paper is a splendid 
revolutionary publication, and you, Comrades, have the power 
to keep it going if you would only begin to act. 

Send all possible financial help. Secure readers and sub- 
scribers, and spread Tur Buast in every part of Chicago. The 
suppression of the radical press is the greatest menace to the 
revolutionary movement. By supporting Tur Buast in its brave 
fight you can express your protest against the violation of the 
freedom of the press and further the revolutionary propaganda. 

M. BurRNSTEIN 
1509 S. St. Louis Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Our Funny Column 


6¢ HE most bloody assault of the war is now taking 
place at Verdun. The Germans are utterly re- 
gardless of sacrifice. Whole units are being anni- 
hilated. Atthe proper moment a counter attack is expected 
to be delivered by the French, also without regard to cost 
of life or material.’’ 


_ German artisans, poets and artists destroying French 
artisans, poets and artists. Why? For what? For whom? 


Isn’t it funny! 
* * » 


““The munition factories are working double shifts, 
night and day. Labor is getting its share of prosperity.’’ 

American wage slaves double shifting to slaughter 
European wage slaves. Isn’t it funny! 


*” * * 


““The step toward Preparedness is very well—but it 
ought to be understood as only a step. It will require far 
more to protect the American investments abroad, which are 
sure to follow.’’ 

And Samuel Gompers assures the President that 
““‘Labor’’ is with him in the policy of Preparedness, Isn’t 
it funny! 

* * * 


We are to appropriate for Preparedness, as a beginning, 
half a billion dollars. There have been about a trillion 
minutes in the Christian era. The same amount of money 
would build hard surface trunk highways, developing the 
whole United States. It would endow half a dozen great 
universities. But it is to go into an army that won’t be 
ready for four years—a navy that won’t be ready for six 
years—and will be junk after it is ready. And Labor in 
some form finally pays all the taxes. Isn’t it funny! 

* * * 


One war correspondent made a list of over eighteen 
hundred poets and artists killed—and then stopped. Think 
of the genius in art and science blotted out in this war. And 


for what? Isn’t it funny! 
* = = 


And think of the hundreds of thousands, the millions 
of workers of the world blotted out who did nct know they 
had a quarrel till their masters told them to kill each other. 
Isn’t it funny! 

= * = 

And so Labor favors militarism if you call it ‘‘Pre- 

paredness.’’ At least the leader of the A. F. of L. says so. 


Isn’t it funny! 
2 + * 


You women who are talking birth control, shut up! 
Didn’t God say, ‘‘Increase and multiply’’? Don’t the em- 
ployers need laborers? The more the cheaper. Aren’: God 
and the Boss always on the same side? Birth Control! 
It’s blasphemy against God and the employer. As for the 
babies, let them be born into hell. It’s God’s will. Isn’t it 
funny! 


postponed till next issue. 


| | lack of space, account of “Helpful Protest’ must be 


PRISON MEMOIRS OF AN ANARCHIST 
By Alexander Berkman 
“This is the only book that I know which goes deeply into the 


corrupting, demoralizing psychology of prison life.” 


—Hutehins Hapgood. 
512 pages, illustrated. $1.40 postpaid. 
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A B C Dialogue 


A. Must not a poor working man wish 
himself at the devil, when he thinks how 
he is laboring hard all the day long, and 
gets so little, with scarcely a rag to cover 
his back, whilst s0 many thousand blue 
and red coats consume the fruits of his 
labor in vice and idleness? 


B. Why do you complain of the blue 
and red coats? Is there not another ver- 
min which consume our labor? I mean 
the black gowns! 


A. The black gowns, my friend, are 
the supporters of religion. 


B. The blue and red coats, my friend, 
are the supporters of the State. 

A. Pray, sir, what is that which you 
eall the State? 

B. Pray, sir, tell me what do you call 
religion? 

A. By religion I mean the archbishops, 
the bishops, the deans and prebendaries; 
their wives and mistresses, their legiti- 
mate and illegitimate children. 

B. The State is the Queen’s most gra- 
cious Majesty, her Ministers, her pension- 
ers, their wives and mistresses, their legiti- 
mate and illegitimate children. 

A. A most excellent State! 

B. A most charming religion! 

A. What you call the State I should 
eall a corrupted government. 

B. What you call religion I should call 
a corrupted church. 

A. Our religion, sir, is founded upon 
the holy writings. 

B. Our State, sir, is founded upon our 
most blessed constitution. 

A. Say, rather, upon our blue and red 
eoats. 

B. Or, rather, upon the black and pur- 
ple gowns. 

A. But think for a moment of the eter- 
nal bliss which the church promises to 
the tithe and church ratepayers. 

B. But reflect for a moment on the hap- 
piness which the government promises to 
fits taxpaying, liege subjects. 

Fudge! 

Nonsense! 

Sir, you are an infidel. 

Sir, you are a Chartist. 

Wretched citizens! 

Miserable believers! 

Tut, tut; hold your tongues, you 
fools, and listen to me: In a village in 
Hungary there lived two farmers—the 
drollest fellows under the sun. The one 
would not have destroyed one field mouse 
if you had given him a ton of gold, the 
other would not have allowed a slug to 
be destroyed if you had promised him the 
whole world, but the one who was fond of 
the mice saw perfectly the folly of his 
neighbor and laughed at him, and vice 
versa. Unhappily, the schoolmaster had 
not yet been abroad. Messrs. Martineau 
and Company’s moral checks were un- 
known among the mice and the slugs, and 
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they multiplied so fast that within a short 
time the labors of the farmers were en- 
tirely consumed by them. 

A. Do you understand that? 

B. Do you comprehend him? 

A. Away with the slugs and the mice! 

B. Away with the mice and the slugs! 

C. Away with the vermin that consume 
in idleness the fruits of our industry! 

A. B. C—Amen! 

—ScorTisH CHARTIST CracuLaB, 1842 


20 Volumes, Value $35.00 


FREE 


To be given away as THE Buast PREMIUM July 4, 1916 
If you want to secure this valuable set of Friedrich Nietzsche, the 


great philosopher and poet, in 20 volumes, beautifully bound, order tickets 


at once, at 25 cents per ticket. 
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